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SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS – James 4:13-5:11 

For starters – Can you be rich (i.e. material wealth) and a disciple of Jesus?  
Why or why not? 

 

READING TO UNDERSTAND – JAMES 4:13-5:11 

1. What kind of people is James referring to in 4:13-16?  How might these 
verses apply to us? 

 

2. What does James want us to consider, as we set about our daily lives, in 
4:14-15? 

 

3. We often think of sin in terms of the things we do or thoughts we have 
that we know are wrong.  What kinds of sinful acts is James referring to in 
4:17?  What are some examples of this type of sin? 

 

4. In 14:15-17 James is implying that if you live without seeking the will of 
God you are sinning.  What are the primary ways we can seek God’s will?  
How can we encourage each other to seek God’s will? 

 

5. Why does James call upon the rich to “weep and wail”? 

 

6. Why can material wealth be such a sinful trap?  (Consider what Jesus 
says about the seed that fell on the soil with weeds in Luke 8:14 and rich 
fool in Luke 12:13-21) 

 

7. On what basis does James call believers to be patient? 

 

8. Why are those who persevere under suffering and persecution blessed? 
(See Matt 5:10-11 and John 15:18-21) 

 

9. How are believers able to seek God’s will, avoid being choked by the 
weed of material wealth, and be patient and persevere under suffering? 
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NEW CITY CATECHISM – QUESTION 24 

Q. Why was it necessary for Christ, the Redeemer, to die? 

Discuss what you think the answer is before looking at the answer below 
and then discuss the answer given. 
 

A. Since death is the punishment for sin, Christ died willingly in our place to 
deliver us from the power and penalty of sin and bring us back to God. By 
his substitutionary atoning death, he alone redeems us from hell and gains 
for us forgiveness of sin, righteousness, and everlasting life. 

 

 

 

MEDITATION ON THE WORD AND PRAYER – JAMES 4:13-5:11 

Adoration – What can I praise God for in light of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Confession – What sin can I confess because of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Thanksgiving – What can I thank God for in light of what Jesus has done? 

 

 

Supplication – What do I need to ask of God in order to grow in light of this? 

 


