
 1 

SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS – James 3:13-18 

For starters – How does the world define “wisdom”? 

 

READING TO UNDERSTAND – JAMES 3:13-18 

1. According to James how does one demonstrate that they are wise?   

 

2. According to the world how does one demonstrate that they are wise? 

 

3. What does it mean to harbour “bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts”? 

 

4. How does the gospel of Jesus help rid your heart of “bitter envy and 
selfish ambition”? 

 

5. Why is earthly wisdom “demonic”?  Think of some modern day examples 
of earthly, unspiritual, demonic wisdom. 

 

6. What is the connection between “envy and selfish ambition” and the rise 
of “every evil practice”? 

 

7. Who embodies the wisdom that comes from heaven in v. 17 perfectly 
and why? 

 

8. In what way can we help each other be wise? 

 

9. In v. 18 James says, “peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of 
righteousness” – What do you think this means? (See Gal 6:7-9 and Heb 
12:11 for help) 

 

 

 

 

 



 2 

NEW CITY CATECHISM – QUESTION 22 

Q. Why must the redeemer be truly human? 

Discuss what you think the answer is before looking at the answer below 
and then discuss the answer given. 
 

A. That in human nature he might on our behalf perfectly obey the whole 
law and suffer the punishment for human sin; and also that he might 
sympathize with our weaknesses. 

 

 

 

MEDITATION ON THE WORD AND PRAYER – JAMES 3:13-18 

Adoration – What can I praise God for in light of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Confession – What sin can I confess because of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Thanksgiving – What can I thank God for in light of what Jesus has done? 

 

 

Supplication – What do I need to ask of God in order to grow in light of this? 

 


