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SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS – James 3:1-12 

For starters – Think a time when you have been hurt deeply.  What was the 
cause?  Was it because of something someone said or a physical injury? 

 

READING TO UNDERSTAND – JAMES 3:1-12 

1. Why does James say that many of you should not become teachers? 

 

2. What sort of things do you think a teacher might be judged “more 
strictly” for? What might this stricter judgement look like? (See 1 Cor 3:10-15) 

 

3. What point is James making in vv. 3-5? 

 

4. Why is the tongue so hard to tame? 

 

5. What do you James would say about the proverbial statement – “Sticks 
and stones can break my bones but names will never hurt me”? 

 

6. James 3:9 (as well as other verses such as Gen 1:26) reminds that people 
are made in the image of God. What should this mean for how we treat 
others (this includes how we speak to them)?  

 

7. What do you think James means when he instructs us to not “curse 
human beings”? 

 

8. Read Matthew 12:33-37.  What are the similarities you can see between 
what Jesus teaches and what James teaches? 

 

9. Discuss what the following proverbs say about wisdom and speaking.  
Proverbs 10:8, 14, 18, 31; 12:18; 15:2; 16:23; 17:28; 18:2, 6-7; 19:1; 29:11, 20.   

 

10. What are some practical steps you might take to help control your 
“tongue” in a godly way? 
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NEW CITY CATECHISM – QUESTION 21 

Q. What sort of Redeemer is needed to bring us back to God? 

Discuss what you think the answer is before looking at the answer below 
and then discuss the answer given. 
 

A. One who is truly human and also truly God. 

 

 

 

MEDITATION ON THE WORD AND PRAYER – JAMES 3:1-12 

Adoration – What can I praise God for in light of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Confession – What sin can I confess because of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Thanksgiving – What can I thank God for in light of what Jesus has done? 

 

 

Supplication – What do I need to ask of God in order to grow in light of this? 

 


