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SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS – James 2:1-26 

For starters – Dietrich Bonheoffer criticised what he called “cheap grace” – 
what do you think he means by this? 

 

READING TO UNDERSTAND – JAMES 2:1-13 

1. In v. 1 Jesus describes as “our glorious Lord Jesus Christ” (Lit. the Lord 
Jesus Christ of the glory).  What do you think James means by this 
description and what does Jesus “glory” consist of? 

 

2. Why is showing favouritism not in-line with the Christian faith? 

 

3. Read vv. 5-7 again.  Is Christianity biased against the rich?  Why or why 
not? 

 

4. Why is the command to love described as the “royal law” (v.8)? 

 

5. What does it mean to “act as those who are going to be judged by the 
law that gives freedom? 

 

READING TO UNDERSTAND – JAMES 2:14-26 

6. What is the connection between v. 14 and James 1:22-25? 

 

7. Summarise in your own words the type of “faith” James is criticising in vv. 
14-17.  How does it compare to true faith? 

 

8. What does it mean that Abraham’s faith was made complete by what 
he did? 

 

9. Read Romans 1:5 and Eph 2:8-10.  How would you answer someone who 
claims that James 2:24 contradicts the teaching of Paul that we are saved 
by God’s grace through faith in Jesus alone? 

 

10. How would you encourage/challenge a brother or sister whose life is 
not matching up with the faith they profess? 
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NEW CITY CATECHISM – QUESTION 20 

Q. Who is the Redeemer? 

Discuss what you think the answer is before looking at the answer below 
and then discuss the answer given. 
 

A. The only Redeemer is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, in 
whom God became man and bore the penalty for sin himself. 

 

 

 

MEDITATION ON THE WORD AND PRAYER – JAMES 2 

Adoration – What can I praise God for in light of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Confession – What sin can I confess because of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Thanksgiving – What can I thank God for in light of what Jesus has done? 

 

 

Supplication – What do I need to ask of God in order to grow in light of this? 

 


