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SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS – Isaiah 58:1-59:21 

For starters – Should social justice (sometimes called “mercy ministry”) be a 
major part of the church’s mission?  Why or why not? 

 

READING TO UNDERSTAND – ISAIAH 58:1-14 

1. What is the rebellion/sin Isaiah is called to declare to Israel? 

 

2. What are the characteristics of the type of fasting Israel performs? (vv. 3-
5) 

 

3. What are the characteristics of the type of fasting that is acceptable to 
the Lord? (vv. 6-7) 

 

4. What is promised to those who fast in the way the Lord has chosen? (vv. 
8-14)  

 

5. Why will following the way of the Lord and not your own way result in joy 
in the Lord? 

 

READING TO UNDERSTAND – ISAIAH 59:1-21 

6. What is the result of our sin? (v. 1) 

 

7. What does Isaiah 59 say is missing from the people of God? 

 

8. Why is justice such an important characteristic of God’s people? (Read 
Matt 5:13-16 and Luke 10:25-37) 

 

9. How can our church continue to be a better light in our community? 

 

10. What did the Lord do when he looked at saw no one doing justice? 

 

11. In what was Jesus the coming of God’s justice? 
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NEW CITY CATECHISM – QUESTION 12 

Q. What does God require in the ninth and tenth commandments? 

Discuss what you think the answer is before looking at the answer below 
and then discuss the answer given. 
 

A. Ninth, that we do not lie or deceive, but speak the truth in love. Tenth, 
that we are content, not envying anyone or resenting what God has given 
them or us. 

 

 

 

MEDITATION ON THE WORD AND PRAYER – ISAIAH 58-59 

Adoration – What can I praise God for in light of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Confession – What sin can I confess because of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Thanksgiving – What can I thank God for in light of what Jesus has done? 

 

 

Supplication – What do I need to ask of God in order to grow in light of this? 

 


