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SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS – Isaiah 40:1-31 

Introduction – The ministry of the prophet Isaiah was to Judah and spanned 
the reigns of the kings of Judah - Uzziah (or Azariah), Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah (2 Kings 15-20; 2 Chron 26-32).  This was a time of turmoil for Israel 
and Judah, and for the region as well.  It is during this time that Assyria 
became the super power of the day.  God then used Assyria as an 
instrument of His judgement upon the northern tribes of Israel by sending 
them into exile for their apostasy around 722 BC.  Judah was in danger of 
following suit, and during the reign of Hezekiah we hear about a new 
power rising in the east – Babylon.  It is into this situation that chapters 40-66 
speak - Northern Israel has been exiled, and Judah had better watch 
themselves, otherwise they to will find themselves in exile rejected by God. 

READING TO UNDERSTAND – ISAIAH 40:1-31 

1. Why would the words of Isaiah 40 be words of “comfort” for the people 
of ancient Israel/Judah? 

 

2. In what way does Isaiah 40 speak about the return of the Lord to his 
people?  When is this prophecy fulfilled (see Mark 1:1-3)? 

 

3. What comfort is it for you now to know that God’s glory has been 
revealed in Jesus, and will be revealed completely when Jesus returns? 

 

4. What comfort do you receive from knowing that the “word of our God 
stands forever”? 

 

5. Answer the questions asked in vv. 12-14, 18, and 25.  What does this 
teach us about God? 

 

6. One of the foundational truths about God that we will see numerous 
times in Isaiah 40-66 is that God is the creator.  Why is this so important for 
understanding who God is and who we are as His people? 

 

7. Has the modern church lost something of the incomparable majesty of 
God?  What are some ways we might re-capture that sense of majesty? 

 

8.  Have you ever despaired in a similar way to v. 27?  In what ways could 
vv. 28-31 bring you comfort in such times? 
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NEW CITY CATECHISM – QUESTION 1 

Each week the weekly question from the NCC will be included in the study 
in order to discuss it and commit it to memory. 

Q. What is our only hope in life and death? 

Discuss what you think the answer should be before looking at the answer 
below. 

A. That we are not our own but belong, body and soul, both in life and 
death, to God and to our saviour Jesus Christ. (See Rom 14:7-8) 

 

MEDITATION ON THE WORD AND PRAYER – ISAIAH 40:1-31 

Adoration – What can I praise God for in light of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Confession – What sin can I confess because of what this teaches me? 

 

 

Thanksgiving – What can I thank God for in light of what Jesus has done? 

 

 

Supplication – What do I need to ask of God in order to grow in light of this? 

 


