
SMALL GROUP QUESTIONS – COLOSSIANS 1:24-2:5 

1. What are some “fine sounding arguments” (2:4) in our culture that may tempt people 
to doubt the truth in Jesus, or worse, walk away from it? 

 

Read Colossians 1:24-2:5 

2. What does Paul mean when he says, “in my flesh I am filling up what is lacking in 
Christ’s afflictions for sake of his body, that is, the church” (ESV)?  (See attached notes 
for best explanation) 

 

3. What would you say is the core aspect of the church’s mission?  How does this relate 
to the core aspect of a minister’s role within the church? 

 

4. How does Paul describe the task that God has given him? (Compare 1 Cor 1:17; Gal 
2:7; Eph 3:7-11).  Does your answer to Q. 4 change your answer to Q. 3?  If so, how? 

 

5. Who is the one who chooses to “make known” to people the “glorious riches” of the 
gospel? 

 

6. When you are sharing the gospel message with someone and they reject it, is this your 
fault?  Why or why not? 

 

7. Whose energy is at work in Paul as he labours in the preaching of the gospel for the 
church? 

 

8. What is the four-fold purpose of Paul’s ministry to the Colossian church? 

 

9. How is Paul achieving (and how might our church) achieve that four-fold purpose? 

 

10. What does it mean for the Christian life that “all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge” are hidden in Christ? 

 

 

 



UNDERSTANDING PAUL’S WORDS IN COLOSSIANS 1:24 

The following are probably the key questions that this verse raises: 

1. How can Paul link his sufferings with the afflictions of Christ? 
2. How can these sufferings be understood as for the sake of the Colossian church? 
3. What is “lacking” in Christ’s afflictions such that Paul can say he is filling them 

up (or completing them)? 

Firstly, lets begin by saying what this verse cannot mean.  It cannot mean that Paul 
somehow makes up for some deficiency in the atoning work of Jesus on the cross.  Jesus 
atoning sacrifice was sufficient for all sin for all time.  The context of this verse with the 
wider letter to the Colossians itself rules this out (see 1:13-14, 19-20, 21-22; 2:13-14). 

So what does it mean? The following points from the NIV Application Commentary on 
Colossians by David E. Garland will help in our understanding. 

• A more literal translation sheds some light – “I complete what is lacking in the 
afflictions of Christ in my flesh.”  The phrase “in my flesh” here is connected 
with what immediately precedes it – “the afflictions of Christ.”  Therefore, it si 
not Christ’s sufferings which are being completed but Christ’s sufferings in Paul.  
What is lacking or incomplete is Paul’s own experience of sharing in Christ’s 
afflictions, not something defective in Christ suffering 

• Paul’s thought reflects his sense of unity with Christ.  Just as he stresses in the 
letter that Christians have been buried with Christ and raised together with him 
(2:12-13, 20; 3:1, 3) there is also a sense in which we share in his sufferings (Rom 
8:17-18) and he in ours.  Christ continues to suffer in his body, the church (see 
Acts 9:4-5).  This statement reflects Paul’s conviction that he minister’s as 
Christ’s representative (2 Cor 5:20). 

• Noting the above it seems a fair interpretation that for Paul to label the suffering 
he endures on Christ’s behalf and as a member of Christ’s body as the 
“afflictions of Christ” 

• When Paul talks about what is “lacking” in Christ’s sufferings he is referring to 
the absence of Christ’s bodily presence.  This is inferred by his use of the same 
phrase in 1 Cor 16:17 when he tells the Corinthians that he rejoiced when 
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus arrived, “because they have supplied what is 
lacking from you.”  Therefore, Paul’s physical suffering as a member of Christ’s 
body represents Christ’s continued suffering for the world through his servants. 

• In conclusion, Paul suffers as the representative of Christ, who is absent in body 
but present in Spirit.  He is making the astonishing claim that he is suffering for 
them as Christ would suffer were he present bodily. 

I hope this helps. 


